Helmet Laws By State

Status of state motorcycle helmet use requirements (as of December 2002): 
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B Required for riders under 18 years old.
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C Required for riders under 19 years old; helmets must be in possession of other riders, but use is not required. 

Delaware

D Required for riders under 21 years old and those without $10,000 medical insurance that will cover injuries from a motorcycle crash. 

Florida

E Required for riders under 21 years old, riders operating with instruction permit, and novices (first-year operators). 

Kentucky

F Required for riders under 18 years old and those without $10,000 medical insurance; proof of insurance policy must be shown to law enforcement officer upon request. 

Lousianna

G Required for riders under 15 years old, novices, and holders of learner’s permits. 

Maine

H Required for riders under 18 years old; novices must wear helmets.

Ohio

I Required for riders under 21 years old; novices must wear helmets. 

Rhode Island

J Required for riders 20 and under and those who have not completed a rider training course or who do not have $10,000 medical insurance coverage. 

Texas

K No helmet use requirement. 
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Illinois
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