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Where Does Mine Fit?

Have you ever wondered what category the motorcycle you just saw driving down the street fits into? There are four major classes of street motorcycles sold in America today. Most of the major motorcycle manufacturers (Harley-Davidson, Honda, Suzuki, Kawasaki, and Yamaha) make models in each category except for a few exceptions. The following classifications will help you identify types of motorcycles and what class they fit in. 

The first type of motorcycle classification is one that has enjoyed huge growth in the last couple of years. If you hear a motorcycle coming down the road, it most likely a cruiser. The cruiser group is quite possibly the easiest group to spot. The motorcycles are low, long and loud. Most of them have large amounts of chrome and custom paint jobs. 

Harley-Davidson is the major manufacturer of cruisers. It makes many different models and sizes ranging from beginning cruisers to large Road King cruisers. The Japanese have been trying to copy Harley-Davidson and get the cruiser look right for years and are finally getting close to the look and sound of the Harley. Even BMW makes a cruiser type motorcycle. Most of the cruisers that you see on the street have been highly customized by their owners. Part of the appeal of the cruiser is the ability of the owner to customize the motorcycles to their liking with readily available aftermarket parts. 

 The next biggest group of street motorcycles would be sportbikes. These bikes are easily recognized by their dedicated riding position and colorful bodywork. The riding position places most of the rider’s weight on the wrists instead of sitting on the seat like a cruiser. It is easy to recognize this riding position as it looks like the rider is sitting over the front wheel. This riding style works great on the racetrack where the rider is changing position a lot, but can be painful while riding for long distances. 

 Sportbikes are generally popular with the younger crowd, most likely because of the high performance that they offer. But not all sportbike riders are young; every now and then you will see an older rider enjoying a sportbike. The riding position may also contribute to the younger riders, as they can handle the punishment better than the older riders. Another recognizable aspect of sportbikes is colorful bodywork and paint schemes. Most sportbikes come off the showroom floor with a paint scheme that makes the motorcycle seem like it is going a hundred miles per hour even though it is sitting still. 

 Another class that is gaining popularity is the standard class. This class was popular in the late seventies and early eighties, until the sportbike class took most of its riders away. Now the riders that switched to sportbikes are switching back to standards because they are looking for a more comfortable bike but doesn’t want to sacrifice too much performance. A standard has a relaxed riding position with the rider learning forward into the wind. It usually does not have a fairing although some of the newer models are starting to come with half fairing to better the wind protection for the rider. They come with regular handlebars, not clip-on handlebars like a sportbike. Many riders will change the handlebar position around to better suit their own personal tastes. That is one of the distinguishing features of a standard, as they are easily changed to suit the rider. 

 The last major classification of street motorcycles is the touring class. These are definitely the most recognizable class of motorcycles, because of their size. They are definitely the biggest things on two wheels that can be seen driving on the road. They are covered with plastic bodywork and have all kinds of storage areas around the motorcycle. Many have options that you would only expect to see in a car – radio, CD changer, air conditions, cell phone, and even a reverse gear. 

 Honda is king of the touring class with their Gold Wing model. It is powered by a 1600cc six-cylinder motor and a 5-speed transmission. Other manufacturers that produce a touring motorcycle include BMW, Harley-Davidson, Kawasaki and Yamaha. 

 These are the four major classes of motorcycles. There are some smaller groups of motorcycles, even some motorcycles that really can’t be classified into a group, yet these are few and far between. So the next time you see a full-on sportbike, a chopped-out cruiser, or a huge tourer, you will be able to identify (if you want to) what class of motorcycle you just saw.
